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Toowoomba join XXXX League 


Toowoomba United Raiders will 

take a place in the ten-team 

o2 XXXX Premier League which 
kicks off later this month. The 

ages | Raiders are pictured above play- 
{ ing Wynnum in the annual Buf- 
EXCLUSIVE Interview _ ‘oc Silver Boot competition held 


at Brisbane Lions. They will re- 


with Queensland football place Beenleigh who withdrew 


from the Premier League last 
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coach, Frank Farina "Football's not a matter of life or 


Also... Strikers move closer to top death, it's much more important 


six play-off place - match reports than that." ; | 
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Brisbane Lions v Ipswich Knights - The 1998 knockout semi-final of the 
Queensland cattle-dog impersonators championships. 
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Editor - Tony Moran 


The 1999 XXXX Premier League is just around 
the corner, and as we go to print, no fixtures 
have been released yet, and already one of last 
years clubs has withdrawn. Fortunately there 
was a ready-made replacement available to fill 
the shoes of Beenleigh in the top flight. TFP 
wishes Toowoomba United Raiders all the best 
in the 1999 XXXX Premier League. 

The reasons for Beenleighs plight are nothing 
new, and not surprising, when you hear some of 
the wages that players are demanding these days. 
It wouldn’t be so bad if the sponsorship was 
available at these clubs, but the standard of 
football being served up on the park, just doesn’t 
warrant the type of money being paid to some of 
these players. 

Being at an Amateur club, I’m constantly being 
asked what sort of money is available in the three 
paid divisions here in Brisbane. People who I talk 
to - both at Eagles and from other clubs - are 
constantly amazed at some of the figures when 
you consider that the gulf in playing standards 
between the top amateur clubs, and some of the 
semi-pro clubs is not that wide. I've even heard 
rumours of so-called “amateur” clubs offering 
financial win bonuses to attract the better players 
too ! I don’t know if the Q.S.F. levy fines for such 
things, or whether the tax office would be 
interested in knowing, but the word “amateur” 
needs to be redefined if it is indeed true. 
Unfortunately, we live in an age where money 
talks louder than ever - gone are the days when 
players were loyal to the one club. At the recent 
Buffalo Silver Boot competition I came across a 
number of players who have played at a different 
club each of the last three seasons. 

Admittedly some clubs just can’t compete with 
the richer ones, and constantly have to rebuild 
their squads, as players leave seeking better 
money elsewhere. But to be the best team, you 
need to be consistent, and to be consistent, you 
need stability. Alex Ferguson has been in charge 
at Manchester United for twelve years now, and 
look at the success he has brought them. 
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4 s, Gippsland Falcons 0 
Strikers 2 
Sunday January 3rd 
Mobil Park 


by Evan Burns & ee 


Damian Tripodi 


On a hot summer night the 
Queenslanders put on a grand Final per- 
formance to take all 3 points from 
Gippsland Falcons before a very poor * 
crowd of just over two thousand at Mobile 
Park last Saturday. 

Brisbane were just too good from the starting 
whistle to the finishing whistle most of the time taking 
the Mickey out of the Local country Boys resulting in a 
2-0 win to Brisbane. 


Gippsland were at all odds to win this game with heavy 
preparation the week before. Brisbane just showed 
more heart and passion for the game from the word 
go. Falcons showed some determination and made 
some decisive moves towards Brisbane’s goal only to 
be denied by Brisbane Striker’s defence and star goal- 
keeper Bolton. Claudio Canosa an old war horse of the 
game showed the young Gippsland boys how to go for 
goal in the 30" minute when Di lorio put a lovely cross 
to Claudio who headed the ball onto the cross bar and 
the ball rolled down the other side of the net. Four min- 
utes later Di lorio was back in action once again putting 
a wonderful cross to big striker Perinovic but was again 
denied by Bolton 

However the Falcons started to lose the plot and tak- 
ing one too many touches allowing Brisbane to move 
towards goal giving Chris Ball in his first ever NSL game 
a very tough and hard job in front of Goals. Chris made 
some excellent saves keeping Falcons from an even 
bigger defeat. 


The Break came for the Brisbane Strikers in the 37 
Minute when young Queensiander Jeromy Harris gave 
a good ball to Stuart McLaren who hammered the ball 
past Falcons keeper to put them up 1-0. The Falcons 
after receiving a late Christmas Present from Brisbane 
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lifted a gear moving towards goal with Brian MacNicoy 
and Andy Vargas doing a great job for the Falcons 
Following last weeks defeat to Northern Sprit and a 


| very goal shy Gippsland Falcons Coach Stuart 
* 


iy Munro put a very tough strike force into the game 
&\¢ virtually with 4 strikers Archie Thompson, Marco 
‘ Perinovic, Robert Puca and new sign. 
ing Sasha Bercvinovski, resulting with 
shots on goal including a very hard sho| 
in the 67" minute by sub Will Hastie 


The end was near in the 73% minute when a 
sloppy patch of play by the Falcons defense let sub 
Jade North who had only been on for three minutes 
turn and score to make it 2-0 to the visitors. 


“It wasn't good enough, “ said Stuart Munro after the 
game “ The performance was shocking by some of 
the players, they weren't good enough to play at this 
standard. They not just let me down they let everyone 
else down and themselves especially”. 

“We also had some bad patches of play but if 
Gippsland were stronger they might have punished 
us. | praise my younger player's, my youngest being 
only 16 “stated John Kosmina. 


Strikers 2 


Adelaide Sharks 1 


Saturday January 9th 
Suncorp Stadium 
by “Big Jim" 


Brisbane settled much quicker than Adelaide and 15 
minutes into the game it was looking good for the 
Strikers and their fans. However, although Wehrman 
and McLaren were like fish out of water, the young 
guns in the team - North and Hughes - were making 
inroads and causing problems for the Adelaide de- 
fence. They were ably backed up by Meredith and 
Laybutt who made some giant interceptions spray- 
ing balls wide both left and right. 


The first half finished at 0-0, which was not a true 
reflection on the commitment of the Strikers. With a 
little luck they could have been three goals up. 


Meredith had a 30 metre thunderbolt which was beau- 
tifully saved by the Adelaide ‘keeper, and there was 
also a scramble in the Adelaide goalmouth when the 
youngster out on the right took on the full back down 


Continued on page 5 
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ihe line, skinned him, cut the ball back into the 
penalty area causing havoc in the Adelaide de- 
fence. 

in the second half the fans waited with visions of 
recent weeks, when the game was stolen from us. 
Then that magic moment, with only fifteen min- 
utes left on the clock, Knipe (who had come on as 
a sub) crossed the ball, and it was nodded down 
for Des Hughes to score his first goal at home for 
the Strikers. 


The second goal came soon afterwards when 
McLaren who was having a very lean time pivoted 
on the spot and from 30 metres crashed the ball 
into the bottom corner of the Adelaide net. 

By now both teams were showing signs of fatigue 
- the rain and thunder not helping. Adelaide got 
some reward late in the game when defender 
Corey Artone taught the Strikers defence a les- 
son as they backed off him, and gave him a target 
to aim at. He obliged and from 35 metres sent a 
piledriver into the Brisbane net. 

The game for me had three very positive signs . . 


1. The Strikers at last have players who want to 
take on the full-back, get along the by-line and cut 
the ball back into the penalty area. 

2. The Strikers tried out a couple of new free-kicks 
which when perfected will get the goals. 

3. The young players drafted into the team although 
showing immaturity are also showing they will be 
valuable assets in the future, and deserve to re- 
main in the team. 


Strikers 2 

Sydney Olympic 1 
Tuesday January 26th 
Suncorp Stadium 

by Dave Marshall 


Well, the Corpse perhaps isn't moribund after all. 

it was a lovely Brisbane evening, mild and balmy, 
and we foregathered at the Caxton Street Yuppy 
Palace which was almost deserted and certainly 
there were no other STRIKERS supporters in evi- 
dence at six o'clock. A friend stationed in Munich 
(and he says he does get up to date info from the 
club home page - must admit | haven't had a look 
recently) joined us resplendent in a Munich 1858 
shirt with "Zelic’ emblazened on the back. He at- 
tends most home games and says Ned is going 
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very well and absolutely essential to the defence of the 
club now third in the Bundesliga. Aloisi is on the bench 
and mid priced tickets for the Olympikstadion are about 
$45. 


Walking down Caxton St at ten to kick off, the grand- 
stand was showing more empty seats than full and the 
crowd was eventually announced at 4110. This, if cor- 
rect, seems to be pretty well the standard hard core 
attendees and somewhat disappointing considering the 
team's recent form. At least you can't call us glory hunt- 
ers! 


No-one was amazed when the game was preceded by 
fireworks (we had some bonus ones in the distance from 
South Bank later) and then two little girls, IMHO without 
much future in the caper, sang that "Advance" song. It 
had a strangely suppressant effect on the crowd. We 
had a couple of Oz flags to hold aloft as we sang, but, 
in the end, we felt so isolated and holding them seemed 
almost inappropriate. Tony M dropped his end of mine 
and | was quite comfortable lowering mine - strange, 
really, in view of the occassion. 


The game started well with the young STRIKERS buzz- 
ing, making intelligent runs and getting behind the de- 
fence several times (BTW, didn't notice Marconi doing 
that to us on the telly last Sunday) and then Olympic 
absolutely crowded the mid field. Every time we had 
the ball there seemed to be three defenders around 
and all passing avenues covered. So the pattem for a 
lot of the time was STRIKERS in possession with no- 
where to go, so not all that exciting to watch if you are a 
goat mouth action lover. Olympic did make a couple of 
breakthroughs and Clint Bolton (who generally contin- 
ued his recent improvement) parried quite brilliantly. 
Otherwise the visitors were reduced to several futile long 
rangers which were never going to be a problem. Just 
before the break Harris nodded in direct from a 
cornerfrom Kasey W and we held a barely deserved 
half time fead. 


In the second half the STRIKERS looked a lot better, it 
was as if Olympic were tiring. In particular, Des Hughes 
and Stuart McLaren were penetrating better. Kasey W 
is adapting better to his more advanced role and did 
some lovely things as usual. Gwynnie was, well, 
Gwynnie - Mr Reliable and Mr Sensible. His positional 
play and timing are a joy to behold. The Mad Bull could 
continued on page 6 


not prevent himself from back chatting and was duly 
(and unnecessarily) booked; but the main source 
of satisfaction lies in the great young brigade - 
Davidson, Stefannuto, Srhoj and eventually North 
who ail contributed well. At one stage there were 
nine Queenslanders on the park (possibly nine and 
a half as, | understand, McLaren came here when 
quite young) with Zorro the only exception. The Qld 
Academy is doing something right. 


Knipey, a great crowd favourite, came on towards 
the end and zipped about at great speed to give the 
Olympic defence some more to think about. Even- 
tually a move up the left resulted in a sharp cross 
being deflected in by Tullamarine and we felt safe. 
A minute later the same player nodded a weak de- 
fensive header across the STRIKERS’ box, Cardozo 
scored, and it was 2 - 1. We all were worried about 
the last minute syndrome striking again, but it did 
not and so we had 3 of the 6 points Kossie wanted 
from the next four games and looked quite definite 
finats material at last. 


More Strikers on page 26 
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Mistaken Identity 
by Paul Harley 
As regular readers will know, I missed the Strikers 
opening game of the season against Marconi; 
being on the other side of the world at the time. 


That means I also missed seeing the first issue of 
Eye on Strikers for the new season, but I did at 


least catch Ewen Anderson’s review in TFP25 on 


my retum. This told me that, while it seems J 
missed a cracker of a game, at least I didn’t miss 
much in the programme department. One thing in 
Ewen’s review puzzled me, however. As you 
probably recall, the Queensland Cup final between 
Lions and City was the curtain raiser that day, so 
this game also featured in E on S. Ewen comments 
“Pages 10 and eleven feature the teams for the 
Queensland Cup Final (both coached by former 
Strikers/United coaches)...” Miron Bleiberg at 
Lions, that’s fair enough, he was Brisbane United 
coach for a season or two. But City coach, Bobby 
Hamilton? Just a second, I thought-he’s never 
coached the Strikers, or United-has he? 
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I made a mental note to follow that up with Ewen, 
but my memory being what it is, then forgot all 
about it. 


Until a recent visit to Brisbane City, that is. 
Talking to one of their board members, he 
mentioned that City were still fuming over the 
stuff-up in the Cup Final program. My ears 
immediately pricked up, and I pressed him for 
further information. He explained that the Eye on 
Strikers for the Marconi game and Queensland 
Cup Final had listed Peter Bannon as City’s 
coach! 


Aha ! Now I understood Ewen’s remark, as Peter 
was one time Brisbane Striker’s assistant coach 
under Bruce Stowell. However, he is not and 
never has been Brisbane City coach; as all true 
local football fans no doubt are aware, he is 
currently coach at Rochedale Rovers. 


1 also understood why City were not pleased. to 
say the least. Their spokesman added that they 


WHEN HEADING 
BALANCE HIGH 
ON THE BALLS 
OF YOUR FEET 


had made an official complaint, in writing, but 
had not received any reply. 


Being a showpiece game, the programme should 
have been a valuable memento of the occasion for 
players and officials alike. Everyone involved 
from City had thrown theirs in the bin. Bobby 
Hamilton himself was reluctant to comment, 
fearing that on past record, the Federation would 
slap a fine on him. However City are furious over 
what they see as an insult to a long serving, 
respected and successful representative of the 
club. 


Given that clubs are fined $100.00 for players not 
wearing the correct shirt number as listed in E on 
S, and that the person responsible for this system 
being introduced was the same one responsible 
for this error, Brisbane City would like to know 
what fine has been imposed on him. 


YES I GET A 
BETTER VIEW 
UP HERE 
; ) 

} 


THAT'S 
BETTER 
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Footballer 


in_ another life 


> Ae - sae al 
Last year Frank Farina left Brisbane for the cooler climes af Sydney. Although the weather is not as hot as 
Queensland, the job he took up certainly has the potential to generate more heat - as coach of Marconi- 


Fairfield. Tony Moran caught up with him on Christmas Eve, on a recent trip to Sydney. 


Its been a few months since you came to Marconi from 
the Strikers how are things working out for you here ? 
I’m very happy. It’s always difficult coming to a top club, 
but so far everything’s going well. We’ve got off to a good 
start. The squad’s responded well to what we’re trying to 
do, and the Brisbane days are a distant memory. Unfortu- 
nately time seems to have passed so quickly and although I 
had a wonderful time up there I’m looking forward to hav- 
ing some successful times here in Sydney. 


As a full time coach here are things much different to 
being a player/coach as you were in Brisbane ? 
Definitely. There’s less pressure in the sense that I’m not 
having to play. It does change a lot of things. There were 
times, for example, last season when I wasn’t as fit as I had 
been in the past, and when I got tired and slowed down I 
tended to slow the other guys down, when maybe they 
needed to be pushed. But when you’re in a situation like | 
am now where I’m purely coaching it’s very different. [t’s 
enjoyable, it’s something that I don’t know whether I would 
be able to do in Brisbane - getting away from the playing 
side of it. Because whilst I was there, there was a lot of 
pressure on me to play and perform. J don’t have that here. 
My job here is to coach, and hopefully be successful in 
doing that. 


I believe that you had three different contracts with the 
Strikers (coaching, playing aud promotions), is it easier 
just focussing on one particular job here ? 

The second of my years at the Strikers, in particular, I got 
involved with too many things. I was trying to get myself 
fit, play games, score goals, coach the rest of the lads, pro- 
mote the club. . . it just seemed to go on and on. I defi- 
nitely spread myself too thin and couldn’t concentrate on 
one aspect of the job, and do any of them real justice. It 
showed on the pitch in front of the fans, and with the re- 
sults. In the end it was a very good learning experience for 
mie. 


In your book you touched on some of the reasons you 
left the Strikers, any expansion on some of those rea- 
sons for the fans back in Queensland ? 

In the book I virtually covered everything that happened. 
Obviously there were a lot of things that I didn’t really want 
to talk about. But that’s really water under the bridge and 
I’m trying to concentrate on Marconi and the future. There 


are still things going on up there. A few people have said 
that I’ve become very vindictive, but you do become like 
the people that you deal with, and unfortunately maybe that 
is what is happening here. Since coming down here I’ve 
tried to get away from it as much as possible - 1 wouldn’t be 
doing Marconi justice if 1 didn’t. Maybe | haven’t been as 
lenient and bending as | might but I don’t see why I should 
have to pay a price for something that happened that | was 
part of, but not fully to blame for. The club are going around 
telling everyone that I’ve done the wrong thing but it's a 
two-sided story, and all I’ll say to that is that | had a two 
year contract and there’s no way that | would have been 
allowed to terminate that contract if they'd done the right 
thing by me - which they didn’t do. Then when | did termi- 
nate they cried foul. But anyway that’s water under the bridge 
now, and I’m here now. 


Did it leave a bad taste in your mouth leaving the way 
you did, after ali the good times you’d had ? 

Not with the supporters, no. But with the Board, yes. Things 
didn’t work out and they were reluctant to let me go. Apart 
from Clem Jones, my relationship with those Board mem- 
bers is very sour. | did speak with Clem a few times before 
Heft, but with the supporters [ never had a problem. Obvi- 
ously there’s certain sections giving me stick every now and 
then, but that’s part and parcel of the job, and you’ve got to 
take it with the good times. But overall wonderful memio- 
ries which can never be repeated and Queensland soccer 
fans will be the first to say that in my time there | put a lot 
back into the game. We played some good football at times, 
produced some good results, and obviously a champion- 
ship as well. It was a successful part of my career. 


It’s no secret that the Strikers are struggling financially 
and you’ve obviously still got a soft spot for them, do 
you fear for their existence ? 

[ don’t know their financial situation at the moment. They 
have always lived on a knife edge when it comes to the 
finances, but like you say that hasn’t really been a secret in 
Queensland. There are a lot of clubs in a similar situation, 
but [ do feel that there is need for a change, and withoul 
mentioning any names, maybe it is time for a change in 
certain areas of the Strikers management. I’m sorry if thal 
upsets people and it sounds as if I’m having a go at them, 
I'm not I’m stating what | think is obvious. In my time in) 
Queensland, | spent quite a lot of time talking to the local 
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clubs, the junior organisations, the state league clubs and there 
was genuine animosity towards certain people in the Strikers 
management, and the federation hierarchy. At first | just let it 
go because it really wasn’t my concern, and none of my busi- 
ness. But that’s the way things were and | don’t think that 
I'm saying anything that people don’t already know. For ex- 
ample certain people told me that they wouldn’t come to watch 
the Strikers whilst those certain people were in charge. So 
maybe it is time for a change. But if these people don’t want 
to step down then they'll continue getting crowds of four thou- 
sand. { do really hope that it works, but apart from one or two 
games they really haven’t been that successful in drawing 
bigger crowds and big sponsorship. The national league does 
need a competitive team in Queensland. 


De you think then that Ian Brusasco and Frank Speare 
should step down after all these years in charge ? 

Well PH put this on record .. | think that they’ve both done 
a wonderful job for Queensland soccer, and lan, of course for 
Australian soccer, but it is very difficult to step away from 
things, and its easy to think that you can keep doing more. 
But they’ve all done a great job, and if there’s someone out 
there with the money and the genuine interest to take over 
the job then maybe they should be given a chance. But if the 
alternative to them stepping down is no better then why change 
it ? But if there is a genuine solution then it should be looked 
at, and considered. 


Do you know of anybody ? 
I don’t have enough cash at the moment, unfortunately 
(laughs). I wish I did. 


Youre not going to do a Kenny Dalglish, and buy the club 
9 
No | definitely don’t have that kind of money. 


Going back to that day in May 1997. People still talk about 
itin Brisbane what are you’re own personal memories ? 
Wonderful. the whole two weeks leading up to it were tre- 
mendous. But the most vivid memory was the night before 
the game, when we had young Wayne Knipe go down on his 
elbow in a training accident. It was a nothing challenge with 
Alan (Hunter), but | told him that there was a chance and that 
we'd give him a fitness test before the game. But I knew that 
he wasn’t going to play. That was one of the hardest parts of 
the job. 

But one of my most vivid memories of the day, was knowing 
that Wayne wasn’t going to play. | knew as soon as it hap- 
pened that he wouldn’t play but | told him that we'd give it 
24 hours and look at it just before the game. But J told the 
doctor that he would do the test, but that ’'d give him the 
answer to the test. But the doctor already knew - he told me 
that. 


a 
And what about Gary Phillips, we spoke with him 
last month ? 
Gary had done an excellent job for us all season but | 
had decided that for the final we'd play a different game. 
The tactics that 1 decided to employ meant that there 
was no room for Gary in the starting eleven. Maybe | 
could have given him a run - we put the two subs, 
Jeromy Harris and Reece Tollenaere on - but we just 
didn’t think about it. All credit to Gary he took it as a 
real pro, and it's a good learning curve for younger play- 
ers. 1 know that some of the younger players would 
have come up trying to find out why they weren’t play- 
ing. But we’ve never really discussed it. Gary and I are 
still good mates and we've played golf countless times 
since that day but its never been brought up. | think 
that he understands, and in your interview he alludes 
to the fact that he knew what was happening. 
In the game down in Sydney we were outplayed. United 
came in 2-0 up at half-time and it could have been five. 
We held on and the biggest danger was Kresimir 
Marusic. He was all over us like a cheap suit, but it 
wasn’t any fault of Garys. | thought that Gary had a 
solid game. | knew before the game that I wasn’t going 
to play and I feit at the time that if we could score one 
they’d struggle to beat us. When Knipey scored that 
goal with so many minutes to go | knew that we were 
going to be there and I automatically started thinking 
about the Grand Final. Sydney United had to play South 
Melbourne, and I had a feeling that it would be United. 
If that was the case then we had to do something about 
Marusic. Danny Wright was also coming back into con- 
tention - if you remember he had a detached retina in 
his eye. But T brought him back into partner big Alan 
Hunter at the back, because they were the two most 
experienced players in the defensive squad. | knew that 
if | brought Danny in then he wouldn’t let anyone get 
on top of him - not in a Grand Final in front of his 
home town. Some people thought it a surprise choice 
because he’d only had an eye operation two weeks be- 
fore that, and although he won't admit it that eye will 
trouble Danny for the rest of his life. He did more dam- 
age when he played and he knew that. I knew that if 
that was the case and he wanted to play then he’d do a 
job. 
Sie Gwynne was brought in to mark Marusic. He 
was ideal, he’s like a terrier. He’d chase someone all 
day and kick seven bells out of them. All 1 said to him 
before the game was to follow Marusic when they had 
possession, But when we had it he was a free man to do 
what he wanted. When we lost it though he had to find 


him at get close to him. 

So going back to Gary he knew what was happening, the 
training sessions were structured accordingly, but he took 
it on the chin, and celebrated with us all afterwards. 


What was the atmosphere like in the dressing room ? 
You had the older lads like Danny and Gary and much 
younger players like Kasey (Wehrman) and Chay 
(Hews) 

It was an exceptional team spirit throughout the season, 
which built up as the season progressed culminating in 
the Grand Final. In fact not many people would have 
thought that Chay Hews would have played, yet he could 
have made himself a hero nearly scoring in the first 
minute. That whole squad will be legends of Queensland 
soccer in years to come. We all worked hard the whole 
season, experiencing the highs and lows together - as a 
team, and some of those young lads coming through had 
a good grounding. They had some good teachers, and 
there was an enormous wealth of experience in the squad 
that the younger guys could, and did, tap into. Every- 
body says that Alan (Hunter) was always talking, being 
the life and soul of the party, and he definitely did make 
an enormous contribution to the squad, but so did the 
younger guys. 


Unfortunately last season was a huge disappointment 
for the Strikers. How did you see it after such success 
the season before ? 

There was more than one problem last season. We never 
replaced Alan Hunter who went to Carlton, Danny Wright 
retired, and Gary Phillips 1 thought was our biggest loss. 
When he was offered the job at the QAS we sat down 
and discussed his future, and it turned out that he couldn’t 
play for us if he was working for them. I remember say- 
ing to Gary that | was prepared to still use him, but that 
as a long term proposition if he had to decide between 
the two then maybe the QAS job was the better option, 
and something that he really couldn’t turn down. He could 
so easily have played for another year, but the job would 
probably not be there in twelve months time. He had a 
think about it, and decided to take the QAS job. Person- 
ally I think that he made the right decision. But as ateam 
the Strikers could definitely have used Gary Phillips last 
year - especially with all the injuries that we picked up 
along the way. His experience, and his knowledge in the 
middle of the park were things that we did miss last sea- 
son. This is what I meant when | said that we couldn’t 
replace those players. | did chase a couple or teplace- 
ments, but I] couldn’t better - or even match - the offers 
that they were getting elsewhere. As I said earlier, I think 
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that I spread myself too thin, | never recovered from the 
previous season which really did take a lot cut of me physi 
cally and mentaily. | don’t think that I had as good seasoi 
than the year we won it compared to the previous one under 
Bruce (Stowell). I was on a bit of a downhill slide, and when 
you combine that with trying to do a thousand other things, 
and the results start going the other way it does become a 
long season. We had an horrendous injury list - and to key 
players too. Chris Zoricich came back from England, but 
he didn’t play for the first ten games, Nick Meredith went 
down injured early on too. The Cranney brothers were much 
better players the year before - Troy was Player of the Year 
- aud they had problems with the Board over contracts, and 
by the time they’d got that sorted out they’d gone to the 
gym, and got on the weights and just got too big. By the 
time I'd got back and we’d sorted things out contractually | 
sat down with the Board and told them that we’d have prob- 
lems with them, in terms of keeping them on the park. They 
were like body builders, they were huge, and they were two 
of our best players. They were never as quick or as effective 
last season as they were the year - or years ~ before that. 

1 didn’t play well - wasn't scoring goals. Kasey Wehrman 
was lost all season because of the ankle that he broke in 
Malaysia with the youth squad, and he was the Under 21 
Player of the Year, and probably one of the most influential 
players that we had. When you combine all those things 
you’re heading for disaster, and although it sounds like Pm 
making excuses, you can’t lose quaity players like that and 
not expect it to have an influence on the results. It wasn’t 
fair on the younger blokes coming through, to expect them 
to play up to the standard of their more experienced pred- 
ecessors, and it showed in the way we played. I, as the coach, 
must take a major part of the blame for some of those things 
But I was proud of the way the players - all of them - re- 
acted to some of the situations. We were up against it, and 
everyone was bagging us but they kept battling on. In the 
end however, with all those problems, we finished where 
we deserved to finish, and unfortunately we let down the 
fans. 


Do you think in a way, then that winning the Grand 
Final was the worst thing te happen to the Strikers ? 
Most definitely. It put an enormous amount of pressure and 
expectation on a very young and inexperienced squad. We 
were then labelled “a champion team”, but we weren't. It’s 
as simple as that. 


NEXT MONTH - TFP asks Frank 
about his coaching aspirations 
- including the Socceroos job, 
and some interesting stats. 
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Duck Tales 
(A Profile of Reuban McDuck.) 


Reuban started work as an office junior here at The Farr Post. His dream was always to 
emulate his childhood heroes. Those people who had about as much social conscience as 
a lump of granite. 

During those early years his hero was Robert Maxwell, owner of Derby County Football 
Club in Engtand, and owner of one of the largest publishing empires in the world. He soon 
became interested in Richard Branson, Donald Trump, and his two new heroes Murdoch 
and Packer. Contrary to popular belief he thought that Alan Bond and Christopher Skase 
were legends - of the fall, that is. One minute powerful executives, the next fallen and 
disgraced. If he got that far, he wouldn’t make the same mistakes. 

He quickly moved up the sub-editorial team here at TFP, with a mixture of charm and 
calculated back-stabbing. Yes, he soon learned that the only way to the top was with a 
smile and a dagger. 

First the soccer correspondent was seen to have literally eaten his words, when he was 
found choked to death on a match report of last seasons Farr Untied v South Farr Wander- 
ers fixture, which McDuck had taken a dislike to. Then the Sports Editor died playing in 
goal in the Shire of Farr charity soccer match, when referee McDuck kept awarding 
penalties to the Mining team, and trying to save one of Blaster Bates penalties the Sports 
Editor suffered severe concussion slipping into a coma, and dying days later. 

But his final coup-de-grace was in succeeding the owner, and founder of TFP last month, 
Lord Phee Farr of Forfum who died of a heart attack at the wanderers Christmas party 
during The Full Monty exhibition by The Grubby Stubbies. 

It had been only days earlier that a senile Lord Farr had changed his will leaving not just 
the publishing empire to McDuck, but a small financial fortune as well. McDuck struck 
early, and although a heart attack was the official cause of death, the bourbon and coke 
that Lord Farr had been drinking at the time, suspiciously disappeared once the police 
finally arrived. 

McDuck plans to use Rupert Murdoch as his model. He now owns this publication, the 
South Farr Wanderers soccer club, and Shire of Farr Telecommunications (SOFT) which 
is divided into two divisions; HiFi Electronics and Development (HEAD), and Communi- 
cations and Cable Channel (COCC). Both of the telecom companys are struggling in the 
marketplace, with SOFT HEAD missing strong management in the board room, and 
SOFT COCC looking rather impotent in competition with other communication compa- 
nies. 

As we go to press, McDuck is eagerly recruiting management to help put a little lead into 


erent: Visit the Sportsprint website at 


http://www.sportsprint.com.au 
for all the up to date results and local news. 


TFP will keep you up to date with this 
story as it happens. 
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12> SUNDAY MAIL SCORE OWEN GOAL 
by Paul Harley 


Some of you may have read an article in the Sunday Mail on 3" January, looking ahead to Brisbane’s pari 
in hosting the 2000 Olympic Games soccer tournament. Under the headline “We're going to have a ball - 
Games soccer set to sizzle”, Rob Black featured some of the world superstars who could be strutting thei 
stuff at the ‘Gabba in around 20 months time. 

Now, it’s still early days in the qualifiers-indeed, in some parts of the world, they haven’t even started yet. 
So it may be a wee bit premature at this stage to speculate on which countries wil! reach the Finals. far less 
those who will play in Brisbane. Still, no harm in dreaming-letting the imagination wander, picturing in 
your mind’s eye, some of the greatest names in the game, appearing here in our own home city, probably 
for the only time in their (or our) lifetime. Indeed, this may be the ideal time to start drumming up interest, 
make people aware of this unique opportunity, to try to persuade those “swinging voters” that it’s a chance 
not to be missed. In short, get some more bums on seats. 


The Olympic soccer is effectively an under-23 tournament, meaning players such as our own Kasey Wehrman 
and Harry Kewell of Leeds would be eligible for the Olyroos at the time of the Games. However, each 
country is allowed to include three over-age players in their squad, so established World Cup stars like 
Christian Vieri, Gabriel Batistuta and Zinedine Zidane could well be selected. Assuming, as the article 
pointed out, their countries make it through the qualifying phase. 

Among overseas players who would qualify within the age limit, Ronaldo of Brazil and England’s Michael 
Owen were mentioned, Alongside the article, a prominent photo of Owen appeared, above the caption 
“QUEENSLAND BOUND: Queenslanders may get the chance to see Michael Owen during the Olym- 
pics”. 


I'm afraid not. One player who definitely won’t be here is Michael Owen, as there is no chance whatsoever 
of England qualifying for the 2000 Olympics soccer tournament. Now, before all you Poms out there start 
getting up me for being a biased, arrogant, ignorant Jock, let me explain. They won't qualify for the same 
reason Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland won’t qualify. They don’t take part. 

Not in their own right, anyway. Competitors from these countries participate as part of a combined United 
Kingdom team. However, they don’t enter the soccer competition, and haven’t done so for some time. The 
reason? Politics-or at least, the politics of world soccer. 

There are plenty of FIFA member countries (particularly in Africa, I believe) who are none too happy that 
England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales have individual membership of the world body. They 
argue that only a single membership as a combined team should be allowed. Rumour has it that some 
members of the FIFA executive share this view. 


Ifa UK team were to enter the Olympic soccer competition, the pressure would be enormous on the four 
home nations to do the same in the World Cup and European Championships. And, of course, there is no 
way that the four British associations are going to do this. Rather than play into their opponents’ hands, 
then, they have long since given up on the Olympic Games as a luxury they can’t afford. Rough on the 
players, without a doubt, but definitely the lesser of two evils if it helps maintain their individual rights 
within FIFA, and participation in other international competitions. 


So all you ex-pat Liverpudlians will have to give up on thoughts of seeing your hero at the “Gabba. And if 
any of you Poms or Jocks out there really want to see your compatriots in the 2000 Games, you'd better 
start praying that Eire qualify! 
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Beenleigh pull out of XXXX League 
by Tony Moran 


A dose of reality was brought to local soccer recently, when Beenleigh pulled out of the 
XXXX Premier League, which is due to kick-off on 20" February. It seems that the financial 
burden of competing in Brisbanes top competition was too much for the Gold Coast Shire 
club, and they decided that in the best interests of both the club and the competition they 
should withdraw gracefully. 

“There's no point in throwing good money after bad, constantly trying to keep our heads above 
water, knowing that there’s no way we can recoup our losses,” President John O’ Donohue said 
when TFP spoke to him. 

“1 know that there are other clubs in the competition who are also struggling to keep pace with 
the high wage demands of the players, and when you combine that with the lack of 
sponsorship, you’re heading for a financial nightmare,” he continued. 


Last season Beenleigh made it through to the final of the pre-season Silver Boot competition, 
losing narrowly to Brisbane Lions on the Golden Goal rule. With new signings Danny 
Stowers, Brad Ditton and Steve Forshaw the 1998 season looked like being a bright one for 
them. Unfortunately, a string of early season bad results saw moral fall quicker than David 
Ginola in the penalty box. Stowers left for a contract in Germany (or so it was rumoured), 
Ditton moved on to Rochedale, and coach, Phil Kerr resigned mid-season when he couldn’t 
get the respect of the players, leaving Beenleigh in serious trouble. On the pitch they continued 
to play attractive football, losing games in the last five minutes or conceding silly goals 
straight after the kick-off. 

With the lack of funds, many players have gone to seek a wage-packet elsewhere, and the club, 
who have provisionally been allocated a place in the Semi-Pro Division 1 (South) competition, 
are now recruiting with that in mind. 


Rumours are flying around the traps that at least two other Premier League clubs are struggling 
to finance themselves for the coming season. And TFP has it on fairly good authority a number 
of clubs in the semi-pro ranks are also struggling to meet the excessive wage demands of 
players. 

Even clubs with a supposed sound financal base have indicated that the withdrawal of 
Beenleigh, could be the beginning of the end for the Premier League in its current format, and 
the whole thing could fall apart like a deck of cards. 


** As we go to print, it seems that Toowoomba United have indicated that they would be 
willing to fill the vacant place in the top flight. 
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14 JUNKIE 
by "Stevo" 


| have a confession to make. Yes, I’m just going to come right out with it and admit it... | have an 
addiction. 


Not just any addiction, mind you. Not for me the mundane battle with nicotine, narcotics or 
alcohol battled day in, day out by other, better adjusted individuals (although | think I’m closing in 
on the alcohol one). No, I'm talking about an addiction which is much more obscure and infinitely 
more difficult to support. 


My problem is that | am an Australian Soccer Information (ASI) addict. Yes, believe it or not, | 
can’t get enough information on what is happening in Australian soccer, on or off the field. If 
Sydney United are about to hit the skids { want to know about it. If the Brisbane Strikers are 
about to blood another youngster from the QAS, | want to know about that too. Ditto for the 
possible inclusion in next season’s Ericsson Cup of a team from Auckland, or the impending 
return of one of our foreign legionnaires. No, more to the point, | NEED to know. 

In “coming out” about this addiction, I'm backing the odds that as a reader of this alleged “tatty 
little rag” you are either dabbling with the same vice, or are already a full-blown fellow addict. 
Therefore, | am about to recite a recent incident in pursuit of information to feed my addiction 
which left me humiliated, in order that you might be spared a similar occurrence in the future. 


As you will be aware, being an ASi junkie in Queensland condemns one to a particularly tortuous 

existence. Drip-fed on morsels of low grade information by the “Everything for Soccer” Courier- 

Mail, | am forced to trudge endlessly through newsagencies searching for a better fix. The most 

Sonn supply of high grade information I've been able to find is the Australian and British Soccer 
eekly. 


| feel | must say at this juncture that in my humble opinion the Australian and British Soccer 
Weekly, at least since I've been reading it, seems to have had a few problems of its own. With- 
out wishing to be cruel | think it suffices to say that, with the occasional exception, this publication 
is unlikely to be nominated for any awards for its services to the English language. 

But despite its jarring problems in this area, | have persevered with it because it is one of the very 
few publications enthusiastically dedicated to giving me what | crave - information on Australian 
soccer, and plenty of it. My patience, though stretched at times, has endured. That is, until my 
recent humiliating experience. 


The Australian and British Soccer Weekly's issue of 22 December, 1998 was just about the last 
straw. Having trawled Brisbane’s newsagencies as usual, | came upon this issue, which on its 
front page breathlessly trumpeted “Major Signing By Spirit! Soccer Weekly exclusive on middle 
pages”. This headline was accompanied by a photo of a cluster of Northern Spirit players. 

On seeing the headline, certain nasty bodily reactions, regrettably associated with my addiction, 
manifested themselves. My eyes rolled back into my head, | began to salivate and | got the 
shakes, for this promised to be a particularly good score. Just before Christmas, too, when 
newsagents would be closing down and TV stations going comatose except for re-runs. Whata 
Godsend! Logic and caution deserted me. | just had to read what was in those 

middle pages. 


i 
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Now, it just so happened that the particular newsagent on whose premises 

| found this publication has become savvy to the ways of furtive, drooling 

individuals like me who shamble onto his premises, thumb through his publications 

and, cravings partially satisfied, then nick off without purchasing said publications. So now 
he sticks a pair of big, fat staples through them. Unable to open up to the middle pages that | 
coveted, there was nothing else for it but to buy the damn thing! 


| paid the newsagent at the counter, shuffled out the door, sat down on a bench opposite his 
shop and, with fingers trembling, unpicked the staples. As | prepared to open the middie 
pages, | allowed my imagination to run wild. | often find that this heightens the pleasurable 
sensations which follow. Who would the “major signing” for Northern Spirit be? Aurelio 
Vidmar perhaps? Ned Zelic? Perhaps even Eric Cantona? You just never knew what the 
bright sparks at Spirit might have been able to pull off with Mark Goldberg's money... 

The middle pages opened and the identity of the new signing was revealed. It was none other 
than....(wait for it)...Santa Claus! 

| kid you not! Across the middle pages were no less than seven pictures of a distinctly svelte 
and youthful looking Santa cavorting with Northern Spirit players. Not even a decent, fat, 
wrinkled Santa. Justa malnourished, poor man’s version. 


| don’t know whether this was a clumsy attempt at humour or simply an example of crass 
editorial incompetence, or both. What | did know was that | had been obliged to part with my 
hard-earned only to be slapped in the face with a dead fish. 

In horror | flicked back to the front cover, where | had first read the come-on for the middle 
pages. This time, | looked more carefully at the photo of several Spirit players, in their red, 
white and yellow kits, which had accompanied the headline. It was then that | spotted, 
amongst the legit players, the cunningly disguised red and white hat of the offending Mr 
Claus. The whole thing resembled a “Where's Wally” exercise for the unwary, and in my 
haste to cut to the chase | hadn't spotted this Wally before shelling out my dough. 


| was seething, and | strongly suspect it must have registered on my face. | suspect this 
because, at this point, my “embarrassment maximisation impulse” got the better of me. You 
know what | mean. It’s the impulse that strike 

s you in the used car dealers yard, causing you to suddenly make eye contact with the smart- 
Alec salesman you've been avoiding just as you realise you can't figure out how to open the 
hood of the car you fancy. Yes, I'm afraid | snuck a look at my newsagent through his shop 
window. | caught him watching me, and | was certain | saw him suppressing laughter as he 
hurriedly looked away. Another junkie dudded with a bum deal! 


This was too much. My humiliation was complete. So my simple message to the Australian 
and British Soccer Weekly, on behalf of all fellow ASI addicts, is this - come on guys, lift your 
game! Australian Soccer, and your readers, deserve a high quality Weekly. They also 
deserve some respect. I’m sure your hearts are in the right place, but this sort of behaviour is 
nothing but an insult to your readers. 

Even junkies have their self esteem, and this one feels as if he has been credited with the 
intelligence of an emu. Unless things improve very soon he will be looking for an alternative 


supplier. 
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(Yes folks it’s that time of year again. Pre-season training has begun, and the XXXX Premier League is tip tS. The season officially kicks off on Pre-season games: The Buffalo Silver Boot, plus a tournament on the Gold 


the weekend of the 20th February, with ten teams competing to be Queenslands best for 1999. There wil] 47 rounds again, but as we go to print 
the draw has not yet been announced - what's new ? In this special TFP report we contacted each of the fa\lubs and asked a few questions.) 


The clubs are listed in the order that they finished the regular 1998 season. 


1, Brisbane City (Chris Knight) 

Coach: Bobby Hamilton. 

Facilities: A new bistro has opened for Friday nights and match days. The bar 
and clubhouse area has been painted and had a general spruce up. Increased 
floodlighting is planned for 3/4 size training pitch at the east end of the ground. 
150 new seats in stand, to be increased through season, and new corporate boxes. 
Major signings: Nathan Carloss (probably going before QSF tribunal - from 
Mount Gravatt); Clifford Tuck (from Taringa); Royce Brownlie (the Strikers). 
Major losses: Mark Bennett (to the Gold Coast) 

Who are the important players ? Up front, Brownlie and Chris Slater were a 
productive partnership in the 1997 season and are expected to be so again, while 
at the back, Wayne Strange should play a dominant role with the loss of Bennett. 
Pre-season games: The Buffalo Silver Boot, plus Palm Beach , 29th January 
(won 6-1); Pine Rivers United, 3rd February; and Brisbane Lions (Perry Park), 
Charity Trophy, Saturday 13th February. 

TFP Comment; On past form City must be the favourites again to finish top of 
the pile come September. They’ve added to the squad, and not lost too much. 
Hamilton is a shrewd enough coach to know the strengths and weaknesses of his 
opposition, and after winning the competition by ten points last year, but losing 
both play-off matches, he’ll be even more determined to end up with some silver- 
ware at the end of the season. 


2. Rochedale Rovers (Kieran Cooper) 

Coach: Peter Bannon has signed a new two-year contract. 

Major signings: Nick Alidenes, originally from Lismore, has been playing for 
St. George in New South Wales; Robert Edwards from New Zealand. Also Dragan 
Jekic from Yugoslavia, who has not played with any previous clubs in Australia, 
And Coops himself is making a comeback! He doesn’t know how the coach will 
use him but he just wants to be involved in a playing capacity again. 

Major Losses: The Lees brothers, who have gone to the Gold Coast. 

Who are the important players ? Alun Evans had a good 1998 season, so they’re 
looking for more of the same. Plus young Matt Olley coming through well, and 
looks to be a good prospect. But the whole squad is important. They’ ve retained 
all last seasons squad - the bulk of them have now been together for two seasons, 
and are beginning to blend in weil. They came close last season, and are looking 
for some silverware to round it off this time. 

Pre-season games; QAS (Perry Park) 18th January (won 5-2); Broadbeach (away) 
25th January (won 4-1); Albany Creek (h), 31st January; Ballina (home), 6th 
February; Capalaba (home) 7th February; Palm Beach (away) 14th February. 
TEP Comment: Rovers have a good mix of youth and experience, and will al- 
ways be up there amongst the leading pack. They’ve never really lived up to 
expectations, and that first premiership has still eluded them. It’s only a matter of 
time before they do win something - could it be 1999 2 


be looking to end on a high note. j 


Coast involving the Gamblers and local clubs. 

TFP Comment: Frank Pimblett has done very well with a young Pine Rivers 
United team in recent years. Now he’s finally made it to the big league (unfor- 
tunately not with Rivers), it will be interesting to see how he copes at a new 


3. Brisbane Li Les Mood! 
epcennpernad| oadey club, with new players around him. Good Luck, Frank ! 


Coach: Miron Bleiberg. 

Facilities: see article on page 19 

Major signings: Vedran Becirbegovic(y \trikers, from Belgian 2nd Division), Wade 
Cannon (back from loan spell at Wynjyy) Relying more on reserve and youth grade 
players from last season stepping up (o pi team, possibly including ex-youth grade 
Reg Davani who spent last season at Ipswh Knights. 

Major Losses: Steve Jackson, Paul Wypy), Mark Geritz, David Lonsdale (all retired, 
Lonsdale after playing at the club since ag!!). Michael Brockweil (North Star), Craig 
Barnes (Taringa), Mare Flemington (Bgsp 


998 XXXX_ Premier Lague final placings 


5. Taringa Rovers (Craig Tillotson - Taringa Rovers fan club)) 
Coach: John Ogden. 
Facilities: Taringa has begun (although tate)the upgrade of both fields. Prior- 
ity has obviously been given to No.1! field with work commencing this week. 
Coupled with our in-ground watering system we should be ready for the first 
round. Plans are also underway for a covered grandstand to seat 300 to be 
constructed where the sore-bum seating currently exists, 
Major signings: Ben Wood (Wynnum), Jason Poggi (revived career), Craig 
Barnes (Lions & Australian Joey), Jamie Lowndes (English Division 1 ap- 
prentice), Nicky Kuiper (Dutch Division 1 youth policy). 
Major Losses: (1 would make mention any loss at Taringa is a positive 
Team . Ply fon Drw Lst For Agt Pts Measure !). This season Des Hughes has gone to the Strikers, Aaron Bakker 
Brisbane City 27 9 68 21 63 (North Star), Daryll Hathway (AIS scholarship), and Cliff Tuck (City). 
Rochedale Rovers } 51 27 53 Who are the important players ? The team has played with a lot of variety 
Brisbane Lions 50 52 as one does in pre-season fixtures, and especially with the volume of player 
; 2 rotation going on. New ace signing from Wynnum, Ben Wood has settled in 
Ipswich Knights 50 52 well and will pose problems for many teams in front of the quality Taringa 
Taringa Rovers 42 50 defence. His control, passing and ability to score goals on both feet from 
Wynnum District 32 28 oases inside 35yrds i! remarkable. ‘5 : 
re-season games: Mitchelton (won 5-1); Broadbeach (won 9-1); Rocklea 
Bundaberg Waves 34 28 Utd (won 45), Acacia Ridge (Silver Boot Ist Round - won 3-0) 
Mount Gravatt 40 25 TFP Comment; John Ogden was bitterly disappointed to miss out on a finals 
Gold Coast City 34 24 place last season (a 1-0 loss to Rochedale on the final day of the season robbed 
10 Beenleigh 25 12 Taringa), and so will be looking to better that this year. He seems to have the 
knack of getting the most out of young, raw inexperienced fads, and I’m sure 
Who are the important players ? With amber of youngsters stepping up, the experi- that there’Il be a few new faces in his squad again this year. Taringa should 
enced players will be important, according coach Bleiberg, particularly the "backbone" make the four, and from there anything can happen. 
of the team; Frank Mengotti at sweeper, Dien Hillier at central midfield, and Greg Di- (Contact Craig and the T.R.S.C. at c.tillotson@bigpond.com) 
Losa and Warren Allen up front. 
Pre-season games: The Buffalo Silver Bor Last season 22 points separated the top five from the bottom five. Will these 
TFP Comment: Lions are another club we will always do well. Last season they won be the also-rans again ? 
the Grand Final from third place, and will up there again this season. 


# 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
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6. Wynnum District (Peter Tokesi) 


4. Ipswich Knights (Frank Pimblett) Coach: Peter Tokesi. 


Coach: Frank Pimblett. Facilities: Major work on the clubhouse, worth some $250,000, to commence 
Facilities: No major work soon 
Major signings: None Major signings: Scott Morelande (from Southside Eagles), Steven Forshaw 


Major Losses: Kevin Meacock (retired), Cig Collins (Mt. Gravatt), Barney Smith (Syd- (Beenleigh), Anthony Roche (Mt. Gravatt), Paul de Vries (Pine Rivers) 

ney United) Major Losses: Ben Wood (to Taringa Rovers), Luke Adair (Gold Coast). 
Who are the important players? It's al¢dame, but Knights will need Brenley Jefferd Who are the important players ? Everyone on the field! Looking for a good 
on the field full time this season, after last \s disrupted by injury-"no more gifted player season from Nick Hadland, and looking forward to Owen Fitewood returning 
in XXXX League". Also, Peter Vogler lias nounced this will be his last season, so will from QAS an improved player. Also hoping to persuade old favourite Geoff 
Maltby out of retirement. He's looking trimmer and fitter than in his playing 


= | eel 


days-"and ifhe was a good player then, what will he be like 
fit?" 

Pre-season games: The Buffalo Silver Boot. 

TFP Comment: Last season was disrupted by the loss of 
coach George Cowie part way through. Replacement Tokesi 
has had time to get to know his squad, and with his new 
additions expects a more consistent and competitive sea- 
son. 


7. Bundaberg Waves (Ron Smith) 

Coach: Tony Walmsley, used to be the Director of Coach- 
ing for the Bundaberg region, and he now works full-time 
for the Waves. Ron claims that he is “the only full-time 
coach in the competition”. 

Facilities: The “Across The Waves Sports Complex” 
Major signings: Four major signings . . . 

Gary McGinnis - sweeper -who played for Wynnum in the 
1997 Premier League, and who is now coaching the Waves 
reserve team. Phillippe M’bella — a striker — who played in 
the French second division for Bordeaux, and has also 
played for Young Boys Berne in Switzerland. Daniel 
Cummings — another striker who has played for Mcarthur 
Rams in the NSW feague, Adam Conkie — a midfielder 
from Tasmania 

Who are the important players ? Obviously all four 
imports (listed above) 

Pre-season games: Strikers at Perry Park on Sunday 31“ 
January; Annerley 6th February; Toowoomba 13" February 
in Bundaberg 

TFP Comment: The Waves had a shaky start in their first 
season in 1997, but last year failed to live up to that form. 
Always difficult to beat at home, because of the lang journey 
teams have to make to get up there. Unfortunately they 
suffer the same fate when travelling down to Brisbane and 
beyond. A good bet for a middle-of-the-table finish. 


8. Mount Gravatt (Phil Roberts) 

Coach: John Stewart 

Facilities: Vast improvement to the playing surface plus 
renovations to dressing sheds. 

Major signings: Ex-Striker, Andy Brayshaw (Gold Coast), 
Craig Collins (Ipswich Knights), Kieren Galloway, Adam 
Watson (both Beenleigh), Calvin Gnech, Nigel McLure 
(both Wynnum), Roy Bob (Berserker, Rockhampton), 
Simon Pilic (Carrara, Gold Coast). 

Major Losses: Trevor Evans (Ipswich Knights), Nathan 
Carloss (City), Anthony Roche (Wynnum) 

Who are the important players ? The experienced players, 
such as goalkeeper Mark Bland and new signings Galloway 
and Brayshaw, will be the ones who matter. 
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Pre-season games: The Buffalo Silver Boot 

TFP Comment: Will be hoping for a more settled season 
this time, after major upheaval midway through last season 
saw president Bill Holmes and coach Steve Faulkner leave 
the club. On the field, were capable of causing an upset, 
and with some shrewd signings and the know-how of new 
coach Stewart, could well show some more consistency this 
time round. 


9, Gold Coast City (Peter Williamson) 

Coach: Ken Lindsay. 

Facilities: The Southport soccer complex 

Major signings: Mark Bennett (from City), lan Hutchinson 
(Taringa Rovers), Eddie Lees (Rochedale), Colin Bethell (Mt 
Gravatt). 

Who are the important players ? As well as the new 
signings, they re-signed Martin Simpson (goalkeeper), 
midfielder Peter Grierson and striker Troy Greenwood (both 
Queensland rep players). Brett Adams, Adam Evans, and 
Michael Richardson are all returning for this season. 
Pre-season games: They have their own pre-season 
competition which started last weekend (30th January), 
which includes teams from Ipswich, Beenleigh, and local 
Gold Coast teams. It will be an eight-team format with City 
including two teams (A & B). All games will be at Southport 
TFP Comment: Gold Coast started off well last year, but a 
number of injuries to key players revealed their lack of depth, 
something that is necessary for such along season, Hopefully 
their new signings, and existing squad members will have 
learned from their inaugural season, and will be able to 
improve on their ninth place. 


Newly Elected. Toowoomba United (Narelle Hyslop) 
Coach: Gary Scott 

Facilities: Work underway on upgrading lighting and 
installing grandstand seating. 

Major signings: None confirmed at time of going to print. 
Major Losses: None confirmed at time of going to print 
Who are the important players ? Whole squad will be 
important, total team effort is required as a big learning curve 
lies ahead. However Steven Strong in central midfield 
(recently offered a trial at Gippsland Falcons) expected to 
be one of their mainstays, and the workrate of wing backs 
Andrew Wilkinson and Gavin Freier could also prove 
important. 

Pre-season games: The Buffalo Silver Boot, plus the curtain 
raiser to the Charity Trophy against Semi Pro North premiers, 
Eastern Suburbs, on Feb. 13. Also trying to arrange closed 
door trial games with Strikers and Ipswich Knights. 

TFP Comment: Coming in at the eleventh hour to replace 
Beenleigh, Toowoomba cannot have been fully prepared for 
the Premier League. However their form in recent seasons 
has shown that they are too good for the semi-pro Division 
1 competition, and their form in the Silver Boot shows they 
will be competitive (despite a 3-0 loss to Wynnum). 


\ 
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STRIPPED by Paul Harley 


In my days as a referee, one of the many and varied tasks we had to perform, as well as making our- 
selves unpopular on the pitch, was to complete the “marketing information” on the team sheet. In short. 
this consisted in putting ticks in the appropriate boxes to show which make of strips and balls the two 
teams were using. This information was used by the Queensland Soccer Federation to check whether 
clubs were using equipment supplied by one of their approved suppliers. 

You see suppliers must buy a licence from the federation before teams are allowed to wear their shirts, 
shorts and socks. They must also pay a certain percentage of sales as royalties to the federation for 
graciously granting them permission to do business with the local clubs. Those clubs using equipment 
from non-approved suppliers, I believe, are subject to financial penalties, 

Over the years, various names appeared in the list of strip manufacturers, showing that approved 
supplier status had been granted by the QSF. One name, however, was conspicuous by its absence - 
Uhlsport. Manufacturer's of the Brisbane Strikers playing kit. The second largest sponsor of Queens- 
land’s flagship NSL club, not approved by the QSF to supply playing kit to the clubs in the local 
competition. Why a company who put a six-figure sum into the Brisbane Strikers cannot be granted a 


licence by the federation to supply local clubs is beyond the comprehension of this publication. But then 


again how we let Frankie leave Brisbane is a mystery to compare with that of the Marie-Celeste too. 


** As we go to press the Uhisport rep, Statewide Sports in Woodridge are negotiating their next contract 


with the Strikers. Knowing how closely the Strikers and the QSF are linked, I can only picture a big 
stick - a six figure one at that - being waved over certain peoples heads at Perry Park. 


More Development 


Work at Lions 
by Paul Harley 


Re-development and upgrading work continues 
apace at Brisbane Lions. No, I don’t mean the 
Gabba; I’m talking the original Lions, of the real 
football variety. Any recent visitors will have 
noticed the changes, in both the playing and social 
sides of the club, completed in good time for the 
new XXXX League season. 


On the field, both the main and training pitches 
have been re-surfaced, and I can certainly vouch 
for the excellent condition of the main field after 
watching some of the Buffalo Silver Boot games. 
It also has a new drainage system and pop-up 
sprinklers, while the training field has had 
upgraded lighting installed. 

Meanwhile, further extensions to the clubhouse 
have also taken place. The front counter has been 
re-located within a larger entrance foyer, with an 


eye-catching fountain as an impressive centre- 
piece. The number of pokies has been increased 
from 72 to 100 in a themed gaming room, with 
the bistro also extended from seating 70 people to 
a spacious 200 seat capacity. And again, I can 
vouch for the quality of the food and the friendly 
service, having sampled some of the fare on offer 
on one of my recent visits. 


A gala celebration day is planned, on a date to be 
announced, not only as an official opening of the 
extended facilities, but as a re-union for all past 
servants of the club in any capacity. Players, 
coaches, committee members, adinin staff, 
volunteers-all are welcome to attend. So if you 
have been involved at Brisbane Lions Soccer 
Club over the years, or know of someone else 
who has, please contact Marketing Manager, Les 
Moodley, at the club (phone 3271 3636) for 
further details. “They’ve all played their part in 
making the club what it is today” said Mr. 
Moodley, “so we'd like to see as many of them 
here as possible”. 

(See advert on back page) 
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DOUBLE STANDARDS 
by Alan Clark 


Scenario 1: 
You're at a football game. 


There's lots of pissed young people about because it's played on a summer's evening, and 
they've been at the pub after work, and there's also alcohol served at the stadium. 


Some crowd-trouble erupts, and items are thrown onto the playing surface. A thrown bottle 
lands near a player from the away team, and a golf-ball hits him on the leg. 


The game is held up for five minutes. 
The two captains are compelled to come out on the ground together and plead for calm. 


Nine spectator are arrested by police. Ground security and police eject a further 66 from the 
ground. 


The next day, the papers are full of stories about how football should be banned. How it's 
un-Australian. Why the low-scoring nature of the game is the root-cause of such poor 
behaviour of the otherwise bored crowd. How it's caused by all these funny woggy people 
who just don't understand proper Australian behaviour, and they never will until their game 
is banned. How mainstream Australians, watching mainstream Australian sport, provide the 
model that these football fans should adopt. Football and its fans becomes the subject of 
vitriolic attack on talk-back radio, and in the tabloid "current affairs" TV programs. The 
pictures are displayed whenever stock footage of a football crowd is needed in subsequent 


programs and stories on 
football. Apology 


Scenario 2: 


The TFP staff would like to apolo- 
gise for the poor quality of TFP27. 
A number of copies had very faint 


You're at a one-day cricket game..............4. 


printing, and some of the pages 
were printed with their pages badly 
aligned. 

We have spoken to the printshop, 
and they have assured us that it 
won't happen again. 


(This article was originally posted to the 
OzSoecer e-mail list. Many thanks to Alan for 
allowing us to re-produce it in TFP.) 
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And Now for Something Completely a 


Different - An Auction..........! 


AUTOGRAPH OFFERS BY 12 FEB. TO EWEN ANDERSON 
E MAIL ewenanderson@metrolink.net.an; 
MAIL PO Box 5155, ALEXANDRA HILLS, QLD 4161 
The Minimum Offer for each autograph is shown. Successful bidders will be notified by post. 
Why not grab a piece of history? 


(Note: Some pieces of paper are marked by Sellotape) 

HENNESSEY Wales $5. REES Wales $2.50. WALES (Sprake; Green; Rodrigues; R Davies; 
Durban; Millington) & SCOTLAND (Robertson; Forest; Gibson; Greig; King; Cruickshank) 
players $12.50. BOROUGH UTD (Morris; Owen; Pritchard M & K; Duffy; Bebb) & 
SLOVAN BRATISLAVA (Cvetler; Joki; Hrdlicka; Moravcik; Popluhar; Venglos; Flio; Ur- 
ban; Hassan) players $63. TURNHAM Wrexham $2.50. BRODIE Northampton $2.50. 
BRIGHTON (Donnelly; Goodchild; Gilbert; Cooper; Powney; Gall; Bertolini; Burtenshaw) 
players $10. QPR (Barber; Bedford; Evans; Lazarus; McClelland; Angell; Rutter; Keen; 
Williams; Drinkwater) players $10. WREXHAM (Jones T; Metcalf; Phythian; Griffiths) & 
CARDIFF (Alichurch; King) players $12.50. SOUTHEND (Fryatt; Jones; Woodley; 
Bradbury; Bentley; Costello; Anderson; Goy; McKinven; McNeil) players $7.50. FRANK 
SAUL $7.50. BOBBY MOORE $38. LAW $25. BOBBY SMITH Spurs $18. BOBBY 
TAMBLING $15. HARLEY Shrewsbury $2.50. SLEEUWENHOEK $2.50. DOUGAN 
$12.50. BAXTER $10. JOHN WHITE $38. WOOSNAM $12.50. BRIAN HARRIS $7.50. 
LOFTHOUSE $20. BROADBENT $5. JOHN GALLEY $2.50. AITKEN Villa $2.50. 
B.STOBART $2.50. BRENTFORD (Dick; McAdams; Summers; Fielding; Rycraft; Hawley; 
Slater; Scott; Jones) players $10.-PORTSMOUTH (Armstrong; Luniss; Campbell; Dickinson; 
Lewis; McClelland; Gordon; Saunders; Hill) players $10, WREXHAM (Fleet; Holland; 
Morrall; Myerscough) & BOURNEMOUTH (Best; Farmer; Standley; Bumstead; Woods; 
Coughlin; Singer; Crickmore) players $10. JIMMY MULLEN Wolves $2.50. HINTON 
Wolves & O'CONNELL Fulham $5, WREXHAM (McGowan; Fox; Evans; Whitehouse; 
Colbridge; Ballet) players $5. 


Strikers Mailing List 


To join the list, send an Email to : listserver@isfa2.com 
with this message in the body, leaving the subject blank : join brisbane 
To unsubscribe send the message : leave brisbane 
To subscribe to the digest version send the message : digest brisbane 
Once you are subscribed just send ina mail introducing yourself to the 
list with any comments you might have to : brisbane@isfa2.com 
Thanks to ISFA for hosting this FREE Soccer Mailing List 
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2, Half Term Report Card 


The Sydney Moming Herald recently put out a report on the progress of the game at the half 
way stage in the 1998/9 season. So acknowledgment is given to the them as the source of 
information for this article. The report card featured 7 categories. Each was judged on a Scale 
of A to D with A being the highest. 


A 


On-Fleld Performance Scored a 'C’. Then claimed ‘slightly up on last year'! This is down to the fact-tha| 
perhaps more players arrived in the country than left it. The standard is still seen as being way short of 


some long past golden era in the 1980s and the blame is down to the loss of star players overseas. Is 15 | 


teams too many? SMH thinks so. Too many teams - not enough talent. 10 - 12 clubs is thought to be ideal 
SMH reckons things will get worse before they get better. 


Crowds Scored a ‘B’. Then only because of Glory and Spirit. South Metbourne Lakers are doing not too 
badly whilst the rest, including Brisbane are treading water. Sydney Utd have improved their crowds since 
moving back to Edensor Park, Adelaide, traditionally a hotspot for soccer is struggling whilst some are 
going backwards. Lucky to get a ‘B’ in my opinion. 


Media (Not TV) ‘Everywhere except Brisbane, mainstream print coverage continues to rise!’ Not my 
words, but those of the SMH. How perceptive these Southern Journos are! My opinion of Mr Cockerill has 


gone through the roof! (Mind you, SMH coverage of soccer is very good. Pity it's not in the same Camp as | 


the Wail!). Radio coverage exists whilst Spirit have forged a very strong relationship with a local North 
Shore paper, The Manly Daily. Now couldn't someone at Strikers get the local papers on side. Surely 
someone would be keen to publish stories / reports on Strikers games etc.? 


Television Scored a ‘C’. Channel 7s handling is not seen as good. Get the rights and farm them out to the 
ABC! Let Aunty do all the hard slog to build up ratings then take them back again to milk the rewards. Free 
to air coverage is seen as poor and the need to switch the live ABC games to a KO time to suit does not 
go down well. Also the fact that coverage to the ‘home’ city is not blacked out is a negative. Rumour is that 
Seven may provide greater free to air coverage. 


Marketing / Promotion Scored a ‘C’. Mainly due to a lack of funds. Glory and Spirit are praised and thei 
efforts to promote are seen as resulting in good support. Sydney Olympic get the thumbs down for con- 
tinuing to promote themselves only in the Greek language newspapers. IMG have the marketing brief bul 
the league is not a priority for them! - 


Finances / Sponsorship a $1 million loss to SA in 97/8! Missing out on the Confederations Cup was 
disastrous. SA's overall deficit is around $3 million. In June there is planned to be a Socceroos v Alll Stars 
game to mark the opening of the Olympic Stadium which will bring in much needed revenue. IMG need to 
secure a new Socceroos naming rights sponsor which will help the coffers. 


Innovations Got a ‘B’. Just in case you hadn't noticed, the league has done away with the penalty shoo| 
outs and bonus points. The SMH must have been asleep for the past 4 years! Next month a blueprint 
called Soccer 21 is due to be delivered to clubs next month. This will map out the long term future for the 
league with a relaunch of the competition in 2001. We will see the Auckland Kings in next season who will 
follow the private franchise path like Glory and Spirit. Foreign clubs wanting to invest in Australian Clubs 
is seen as being a worry. Are they interested in developing local talent? Time will tell. (Shame the same 
investment dollars aren't forthcoming locally.) 


Ewen Anderson 
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Ewen Anderson finds out why... 


The Boys from Brazil 


Said 


Fly me to the Moon! 


One of the interesting things about the huge selection of fanzines avail- 
able to fans is the range of strange titles that exist. Some are obvious and 
some are obscure. The above two found their way to the mailbox of The 


ISSUE 1 Farr Post and we thought we’d see i imi 
agin oo ai g how their fans saw similar clubs to 


Then we read on and discovered that bot were related to Middlesbrough in England. Now The Boys from 
Brazil we soon worked out. The arrival of Branco and Juninho plus the opening of the Riverside Stadium 
inspired it. Not that it didn’t recognise the rest of the squad! 


Being a one-club issue, you have to read it with an open mind with regard to the humour and the subject. 
There is the usual tongue in cheek stuff and some serious stuff tinged with humour. The first thing it does is 
to review the competition! FMATTM! FMTTM (Fly Me to the Moon), is over 150 issues old and the BFB 
editor gives praise to the effort of the FMTTM team who have through thick and thin put out an issue for 
each Saturday home game. Seven years worth! Then there are the 10 things never to be forgotten about 
Ayresome (the old ground), ‘Laughing at away fans when it was raining’ was one and ‘Going to the bog 
(WC) in the driving rain which was character building’. And the benefits of Riverside included having an 
unobstructed view from anywhere in the ground’. As always happens at clubs, there is speculative talk about 
which new players will sign. This issue was dated Apr 96 and reckoned that Noel Whelan could score goals 
and was a better bet then Dion Dublin. Paul Scholes was a Man Utd reserve and the advice was to ‘sign him 
| quick’. John Hartson (Arsenal) also got the same message. Chris Sutton of Blackburn was seen as ‘overrated’ 

and John Collins of Celtic was lost because of inaction from Boro. David May was also considered a good 

bet. Ian Rush was past his use by date and Tim Sherwood was believed to be more interested in the bright 
lights of London. 


Finally, the back page paid a huge tribute to former favourite, Willie Maddren 
who had recently been diagnosed with motor neurone disease. 1 noted recently 
that Studs Up paid a tribute to Jimmy Mackay who passed away. Mackay was 
the player who scored the goal that sent Australia to the World Cup finals in 


Germany. I didn’t notice any recognition in ‘official’ publications here in 
risbane. 


FMTTM is a more mature publication. Having produced over 180 editions as 
at May 1997, the layout showed how much it had grown since No. 1. Photos 
are included and there are a good variety of contributors and articles. A survey 
of the best and worst of things listed Mark Schwarzer as the second best buy in 
— ; 96/97, Ravanelli with the best haircut and Emerson the worst. Juninho won 
many sections including PoY beating the second place getter by 97%! A more varied read, but again totally 


aimed at the Boro fan. Plenty to read though for the neutral which i i i 
i ; is a good sign of any fanzine. 
tide? I am still none the wiser about it’s origins. , ° otras 
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The Uhisport competition 


A big "Thank You goes out to Mick Matula at Statewide 
Sports for donating a genuine Uhisport Strikers shirt and 
matching shorts for our recent competition. The re- 
sponse was absolutely huge as you can Imagine, with 
the TEP mailbox rupturing at the seams and spewing 7 
forth literary offerings from places as diverse as Brunei, 
Burnley and Bishop Auckland - no that's not in New 
Zealand ! 


24 \, 


Our winner was Russell Ellen of Woolowin, who despite 
dropping a few hints about the new Strikers shirts wrote 
us an interesting letter, which we have published on page 


25 (facing page). 


0 everybody who entered - we even had a letter from Perry Park - 
ie ie - met would have started a witch-hunt wouldn't it ? Hopefully we il 
able to dig something out to offer as consolation prizes to those who didn't win, an 
print some of the other offerings at a later date. And for those of you who didn twin - 
don't lose heart, we are still on the lookout for more interesting articles and stories to 
publish every month. So please keep them coming. We may not be able to Gain to 
be "Queenslands Most Read Soccer Magazine", but we could claim to be its "Best 
Read Soccer Magazine”. Waddya reckon ? 


Soccer Team Photographs 


We specialise In team photographs for Junior and senior teams for 
soccer and other sports. 


Contact... 


Paul Harley, Photographer. 
Telephone 3857 2951 
or 
Email 
paulh@sportsprint.com.au 
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jie - a Cee ain ee . - 
Uhisport competition winne! ao % 


a } - 
I am writing this article from the point of a "New Strikers Supporter”. I arrived in Brisbane in June 
1997 from New Zealand. I must admit at first it took quite a lot of asking around to find out any 
info on the Brisbane Soccer Scene. I knew that there was an Australian league, but wasn’t aware 
that a team from Brizzy was actually in the league. But when the 97/98 season kicked off 1 was very 
keen to attend. I missed the first two games but watched all the remainder for that season. At first I 
was quite taken by the 4 or 5 thousand who all looked keen, vocal and very well-behaved, and 
supported a team which seemed to lack the quality which saw them win the Ericsson Cup. My 
partner was a keen to support the away teams as she hated the yellow strip ! Now she likes the new 
design and colour, 


Being a Kiwi, I was pleased to watch Chris Zoricich play. Yes, another New Zealander doing well 
in an Australian league. Stephen Laybutt is the best player in my opinion. The amount of times that 
he got the Strikers out of tricky situations was excellent. Nick Meredith and Kasey Wehrman are 
also excellent players. I think that Frank Farina was “tops” for the Strikers — not only on the field 
but off it aswell. He was the name of soccer in Brisbane. My fellow rugby league workmates all 
were aware of who he was, and basicallky said it was a team of “Frank” and Neville Nobodys. But 
one thing that ] have achieved in my time at work is to make soccer a more talked about topic than 
it used to be, I even got two of the guys to go to a game, and they said that for $12 it was great 
value — and they are rugby league boys ! 


As this season kicked off I was determined to catch the Oceania soccer tournament but I was 
disappointed with the low crowds. This was due to not much advertising I guess. I enjoyed the New 
Zealand v Tahiti and Austratia v Fiji games. But the only game I missed was the important one - 
the final - when New Zealand won on that Sunday ! 


When the Ericsson Cup kicked off the Strikers seemed more committed and playing like a team - 
apart from putting the ball in the back of the net ! The Sunday game versus Charlton (Err. . 
Carlton, we're not English Premier League material just yet — Ed) was great. | must admit it is 
always a rush to get to the game on a Saturday night as I work to SPM, and also think that people 
might not attend because Saturday night is party night — or going out for a meal ete. Sunday is 
excellent as long as it is advertised. It is hard enough to educate the public, and they were expecting 
10,000 to know the game was on with little or no advertising. 


I think that John Kosmina is a good coach. He seems to have a no-nonsense approach which is 
good, and you can only coach as good as your cattle can perform. I enjoy sitting behind the Strike 
Squad for some atmosphere. Thor does a good job. His small team of keen supporters should have 
a few practice sessions themselves, as they seem to get lost and embarrass themselves sometimes. 
Hopefully the mighty Strikers will make the play-offs but will need all hands on deck. Too many 
suspensions will ruin any chance of a title. 


Ok, time now to finish reading TFP. This is my second copy that I have purchased and all I can say 
is keep up the good work. Your mag is informative, no-nonsense, fair and a true guide to any 
supporter who wants an honest opinion. 

Keep up the good work 

Russell Elien 


A 
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26 \, ‘DARK HORSES’ HAVE IT EASY 
i. ‘ by Bonnie Mersiades 


Sydney United coach, David Mitchell, rated the Brisbane Strikers as the “dark horses” of 
the Ericsson Cup competition, and the performance against Marconi at Marconi Stadium 
on 24 January made it easy to see why. 

After heavy rain the previous few days, the western suburbs of Sydney turned on a fine, 
but hot and steamy, late afternoon for Marconi’s second-time-around game against the 
Brisbane Strikers at Marconi Stadium. The weather would have made the Brisbane 
players feel right at home - which is precisely how they looked from the moment they took 
the field. 

With both teams coming off a loss, and only five points apart on the Ericsson Cup ladder, 
they should have been fired-up for a big result. Marconi had a succession of disappointing 
results in previous weeks with losses against Carlton, Adelaide City and a 4-0 thumping 
from Northern Spirit; while the Strikers had up-and-down form, with a 1-0 loss at 
Newcastle the week before. The scene was set, therefore, for a highly competitive match. 


However, it was not to be. While the Strikers were obviously committed and first to the 
ball, Marconi appeared to sit back, seemingly content to absorb the early pressure, playing 
more like small, cranky and ineffective Shetland Ponies than proud, driven, aggressive 
Stallions. 

It was clear to every Tom, Dick and Luigi (and Francesca) in the crowd that this was the 
case; and Marconi supporters were quite disparaging about their team’s lack of effort with 
cries of “Wake up to yourself ...(insert name of choice here)!” In fact, some of them 
opted to retreat to the air-conditioned comfort of the enormous licensed club facilities, 
rather than endure the pain of watching their lethargic team in the atypical conditions 
(others of them presumably opted to stay at home and watch it on television too!). 

With Brisbane completely dominating the first 25 minutes of play, it wasn’t a matter of 
“if? for the first goal, but “when”. The “when” came in the 26" minute when a deflected 
clearance from Dominic Longo fell straight into the path of the marauding Nick Meredith, 
who passed it quickly to Kasey, who laid it on for Des Hughes. He made the most of the 
opportunity by drilling in a grass cutter from outside the penalty box, which flashed just 
inside the left upright. 


Marconi’s heads were down, and suffered more a few minutes later when former Strikers’ 
beloved player and coach, Frank Farina, was forced to make early substitutions in Buddy 
Farah for Longo and Christian Care for Mark Babic, due to groin and foot injuries 
respectively. 


The loss of such experienced campaigners at the back could have been expected to put the 


Shetland Ponies further on the back foot (or feet) against an aggressive Brisbane but, 
instead, Marconi started to claim back some territory and show some style. 

The first half ended with a bit of a game on our hands, and the Marconi faithful were 
hopeful of a resurgence from their Stallions in the second half. 


The Farr Post 


WITH SHETLAND PONIES 


Marconi came out obviously fired-up by Farina and looking more like the Marconi we _ 
expect to see in the second half - chasing the ball, taking the game to the opposition and with 
some smart passages of play. They had their reward in the 50" minute when Sean Babic 
tapped in a goal after a good passage of play which started with Pan Keun-Kim. 


nue the game was developing into quite an enjoyable and competitive spectacle until the 
57° minute when a Marconi pass went astray to another Strikers’ newcomer, defender 
Andrew Davidson, who put a long ball up to Hughes on the right flank. After beating two 
defenders, Hughes returned the earlier favour from Kasey to cut back the ball for Kasey to 
hit what was easily the goal of the day with a perfect strike on the right from wide of the goal 
‘aia ey finishing in the roof of the net. Kasey showed off his athleticism right in 
Labor the “ : : : ate 
a eins amed, frilly and rather tedious Marconi Stallionettes with his celebratory 
With only one fresh substitution available, Marconi didn’t look as if they would make up the 


5 5 > h less ragged 


Frank Farina said his team wasn’t aggressive enough. 

You always tell in the first twenty minutes how a game is going to go, and we just 
weren't competing. When we did, we looked okay and we 

s ota 1 x 

Sen eam ne y got a goal back, but then we 
Ss said that losing Fons and Babic so early in the match forced them to change their 
prmation, as he didn’t have an out-and-out stopper to replace either of them. 

‘We're also making silly errors, which cost time and possession.” 


John Kosmina was pleased with the Strikers’ win. “We were aiming to get 21 points at the 
turn of the season and we ended up with 19, so we are very happy with this win. We think if 
we can get six more wins we will be in the Top 6 at the end of the season,” he said “Wi it 
games gives confidence, and confidence helps win games.” He said he as happy to oe ig 
Kasey Wehrman up front for the time being. “When Kasey plays it properly - as he did an 

- it will work every time because he can hold the ball up and he’s totally committed.” ” 
Kossie also said that Olyroo defender, Steve Laybutt, is expected to be out with aie for 


another two weeks, while An is still * " : 
ee e Andy Harper is still “at least a month’ away from being ready to 


ai : bers a weak player on the park, with all of them doing what was expected of 

ee ee He anuto ee a good game, and impressed; Des Hughes showed a lot of pace 

fee ta 7 wynnie and Zorro were their usual pillars of reliability; Kasey is not at his 
st, bu sti | played well enough to trouble everyone in a blue shirt - and score a t goal 

and provide the ‘assist’ (as they say on ESPN) for the other. enoeee 

Ifthe Strikers can keep up the commitment and form, they will make the Top 6 and 

there, they will be a big nuisance to anyone else there with them. ee ies 


a : The Farr Post 
28 \, Letters to Che Editor at 
ee 
Dear Sir, mists. : 


Regarding your article in issue 27 of The Farr 
Post, “Happy Holidays”. I'd just like to point 
out that, in common with the rest of the coach- 
ing staff at Manchester City whose international 
experience you mentioned, Alex Stepney was 
also a full England international. Quality 
goalkeeper that he was, he only won one cap, 
against Sweden at Wembley in 1968 in a 3-1 
win, That was due more to the calibre of the 
man then in possession of the goalkeeper’s 
jersey than any lack of prowess on his part. 
After all, it would take something special to 
dislodge Gordon Banks from the job, and 
Stepney wasn’t quite that good. Still, one cap or 
one hundred, it shouldn’t be ignored, so I felt 1 
should point out this slight oversight in your 
otherwise excellent publication. Tatty little rag, 
indeed! 


Yours faithfully, 
G. Adams, 
Logan City. 


PS if, having tracked down what was no doubt a 
deliberate mistake to check whether anyone 
actually reads this tat-sorry, excellent publica- 
tion-my contribution wins the competition, I 
take a large size shirt, please. 
ee 
Dear The Farr Post 

Congratulations on the great improvement in 
quality of your publication with the feature on 
the Manchester City programme--perhaps City 
and the Strikers have much in common such as 
the ability to sell the guts of the team 

(Hunter... Hendry) the development of a cult 
following...26,000 on average watching crap at 
Maine Road with 4,000 at Suncorp but with a 
core band of supporters who are eternal opti- 


On the City Supporters' web site there is an 
excellent section" Why Blue?"--perhaps a 
similar version could be done for TFP on 


"Why I support the Strikers ". It would make 


interesting reading. 


Tom Derbyshire, 
Brunei. 


PS TFP is Brunei's most -read Queens- 
land soccer magazine. 


Dear Tony, 

[have been meaning to write for a while to 
say that that last TFP (26) was the best one 
yet IMHO. View from the press box. 
Bonnie's match report, ‘Back Home’ by 
Harley and Stevo's 'Its your ABC’ articles 
were all excellent. I sent a few photocopie/ 
pages to a friend in Perth in the hope that bh: 
subscribes. 


Regards 

Andrew Howe. 
Se 
Below is printed some correspondence we't 
been having via e-mail with a Pommie-lan 
based Strikers fan (he's married to a Bris- 


message was to the new Strikers mailing lil | 


which if you haven't caught up with yet, yo 


FM 88 Springwood 
Howard Warren bringing you 
all the local and international 
soccer news 
41.30 am - 12 noon every 
Saturday. 


The Farr Post 


can subscribe to at brisbane@isfa2.com 


1 wonder if you can help me with a non- 
Strikers (!) question. I produce a fanzine for 
Doncaster Rovers. In London, there is a 
shop called Sportspages that stocks fanzine 
| for a cut of the cover price. Do you guys 
know of anywhere in Brisbane/Sydney that 
has similar arrangements ? 


| 


Regards, 
Andrew Spiers. 


Andrew 

There isnt a sports book shop in Brisbane 
and the one in Sydney (at Chatswood) I 
tried to visit: when I was down there over 
Xmas seems to have closed down. There is, 


Subscriptions 

To guarantee your copy of TFP ing the 
winter season, why not subscribe to 
The Farr Post ? 

A twelve monthly subscription is a 
steal at $25, and (due to a number of 
requests) six months will cost you 

| $15. Fill in the form, and send it with 
a cheque to 

The Farr Post, PO Box 478, 
Bulimba, QLD 4171. 


| Name 
| Address 
Suburb 


: State 


i ea ee 
l ease send mea (12 or 6) monthly subscription to The Farr Post. 7 
| s : sce ck | 
tart 
ing with issue number ____ (The February issue is number 28). 


Post Code 


The Farr Post - For Australians who care about football 
Lr ee ne IVOCOAM _ 


i 
Fea 


however, one in Melbourne called (imagina- 
tively) “Melbourne Sports Books" at 9 Eliza- 
beth St, Melbourne, Victoria; phone 03 
96211211, 


Does anybody else know of any sports book 
shops anywhere else in this country ? 


Dear Tony, . 

Thanks. I will give them a try. What fanzine is it 
you produce- “The Farr Post” ? If so, I have 
been talking to Paul as well. I bought a copy 


from Sportspages in London. Very impressed - 
well done. 


Regards, 
Andrew 


Dear TFP 

I'm writing to complain about your match report | 
of the Strikers v Sydney United game. At the top | 
you printed the score as 0-1 to United, when of | 
course it was 2-2. Seeing as you're so keen to 
criticise other publications when they get 
information wrong, I felt it only fair to point out | 
this error too, 
M. McGriffen | 


The Farr Post thanks all clubs who have 
helped us during the fourex season. With 
the summer N.S.L. season now upon us, 
only Brisbane City are still carrying cop- 
ies of TFP. 

But thanks go out to Brisbane Lions, 
Rochedale, Albany Creek and Pine Riv- 
ers United in particular for their help over 
the last few months, 


FANZINES 


Studs Up. $3 to Kevin Christopher PO Box 53, 
Oakleigh South, Victoria, 3167. E-mail Kev at 
studsup@ozemail.com.au 

My Blue Heaven. The Carlton Soccer Club fanzine. 
Contact Sally Orpin at mbheaven@hotmail.com or 
387 Barkly Street Brunswick Vic 3057. 


Anfield Sports Shop - Rochedale Rovers 
Soccer Complex, Underwood Park, 
Underwood Road, Rochedale. 

Bulimba News and Casket - 78 Oxford 
Street, Bulimba. 

Soccer World - 497 Lutwyche Road, 
Lutwyche. 


OTHER SERVICES 


Computer Systems and Software. 
E-mail: www. bunyip.net.au 

Or phone for a quote on 3264 2660 
Desktop Publishing, Web Page 
design. Contact Tony on 0411 367 
357 or at 

ajm@sportsprint.com.au 

FMB88 Radio - 11.30 to 12 noon 
every Saturday morning, with 
Howard Warren. 

Photography - Paul Harley. Phone 
3857 2951 or at 
paulh@sportsprint.com.au 


The following clubs and organisations are supporting 
The Farr Post, so we urge you to support them too. 


The Farr Post 


. CLASSIFIEDS 


On the met... 


The Farr Post is on the 
internet. 
Check us out at 


http://www.sportsprint.com.au 
i a 


Quote of the Month 


“You'd be surprised how 
many people at Perry Park, 
and Suncorp on match days 
actually do read The Farr 
Post.” 


A person who would prefer 
to remain anonymous, but 
is very close to the Strikers 
players. 


The Farr Post 
PO Box 478, 
Bulimba, 
QLD 4171 


Free Car Stickers !!! 


We still have some of our free car stick 
to give away. These were 
initially given away fr 
with TFP 6, when we 
to colour. If anybody w; 


Farr Post, and we'll get 
out to you. 


The Farr Post at 


The Farr Post 


They'd be ruthless 
! They'd give me 
so much stick { 


Frank Farina is glad that the TFP staff ' i 
couldn't accept his offer of 
watching the Strikers game from the Marconi Directors Box recently. 


Next Month in TFP .. . The Sportsprint results service 


Part Two Of The Frank is only as good as you help us 
Farina Interview: make it - so send in any results 
Profile of new XXXX Premier] ongrens wove Started up 


again for this season, so check 
out local results on our internet 
web site... 


League club, Toowoomba 
United Raiders. 


Write to : 
Next issue... 


Available at the Strikers home 


game against Wollongong on 
6th March 1999. 


Che Sar Lhe Farv Post March 1999 
Number 29 “Te 

€ eer eet.” ay Voice Of Football In Queensland Monthly 

Welcome t to the big league ! 


Brisbanes newest f- 
gaming venue ! - 


i 100 of the Latest | 
1 Gaming Machines | 


i oo ee ee ee ee eee ee ee es 


Mystery Cash Jackpots | 
Free Courtesy Bus 
eu sua uade ay The Toowoomba United Raiders’ 


iT nn 
eel | =) a of first outing in the XXXX Premier 
: 


League turned out to be a bap- 


pages tism of fire. Meeting an Ipswich 
Knights team eager to show that 
last years play-off placing wasn't 


ir to part two of the a4 fluke, they were beaten 3-0 at 


° ° h th d f th 
' or $5.00 per year_! | Ee jiterview with ex-Strikers nev cass 


E, 186 =Y ta | This month The Farr Post has a 
BRISBANE : “<2 coach, Frank Farina special report from Toowoomba. 
Also . i 


Le . inl = ‘1 33 Pine Road, delet plays oll place "Football's not a matter of life or 


200 ‘Seat Bistro 
$2.50 lunch Monday to 
Saturday (members only) 


;Membership Special: } ie ih ie 
1 $10.00 for 3 years | FP a 


; seriously in doubt - match reports death, it's much more important 
Richlands. start on page 4... and more ! ‘ian that." 


Phone 327 1 3 63 6 The late, great Bill Shankly. 


